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A BACKWARD COUN. 
TRY™ 
a ee w. M. Bickerton. 
Who was arrested im TO6KVvo 


last March in connection with the, 
'Commnnist movemest, recently! 
,;@ave the Manchester Guardian a 
pal) account of his ireaument jn a 

pk ye polices cell The 


Straet a confession, lesoibec 
tby the British professor in au 
article which is reproduced in full 


on this prayre. In addition the 
| Guardian pide the 
jeditorial conimment : 


{ “Mr. W. M. Bickerton’s ac- 
Lsount of the treatment by the 
Japanese police. ix a classical case 
of third degree methods such as 
are familiar in backward | coun- 
tries, in countries that have re- 
verted to mediaeval barbarism. 
and in cvuuntries like the United} 
States where the fine between 
pDONCe ana Crimgimal is uoL arwetys 

Yistinet, But even amony third 
Jegwree records the Bickerton case 
| stands out because the police were 
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} 


darbarics 


sthods a hye rok poligg.t 
ch Were used ry nN ar ae 


fallowing | 


not dealing with a gangster or a4 


homicide, but 
rcademic« 


with a quiet 
person whose only 


ing of dangerous thoughts and 
extremely indirect participation 
in Communist activities. The 
Japanese atithorities profess to 
be so sensitive to British opinion 
and so jealous of their good name 
for justice and fair dealing that 
the British. Governmenit Bas ee every. 


arrest 


alleged offense was the harbor-| 


AUGUST 24, 19 


Phe redietanen? of the fapar-! 

- authorities by the Guardian is; 

n line with liberal opinion tn all] 
tivilized countries. Jiven in Japan | 
itself there are individuals, as a} 
rule not those in positions of: 
suthority, who are conscious of 
the serious defects in the Japan-' 
ese police system. The records; 
show the most ridiculeus per- 
formances on the part of the 
island empire pelice, ai few 
weeks ago who even compelled a 


| Yapanese complainant to admit 
nat Ne wan tivity to TUR lee | 
| wilice when he reported that he} 


had heen robbed, but unfortunate- 
ty for the police the real culprit 
was later caught end his offense 
proved beyond any possibility of 
a doubt. In another case last 
vear. the Japanese police subject- 


indecencies in order to compel her. 
to admit her. in’ suspected 
“dangerous thought” vities. 
The case was noted in the Japan- 
ese press at the time. when the 


3 “anne 
and fanbiteompeent wene - earried |. 


mm. 
that & a 


out ova a heerlen \ 


ed a young Japanése woman to. 


| din, 4. Tokyo 


British Professor Tells 


By japanese rane: 


(There i: an 
oo 


> uilnuman weatment nee 4 
» ells, while of éGouree not aimed 
AC mic, nevertheless i) 
‘o break the spirit of anr’ 
t was cenfined in a ce 
measuring 12 feet by S's, in whitch there, 
wore \ever less than nine, and some- | 
ames as memy es fourteen. ether 
orisoners Amacg my cell mates were 
bree insane persons at @iffersnt times. 


ja of them raving. During the twenty- 
‘ our days of my oon finement I was never 
allowed to have a death. FPrisonere must 


vt with their legs crasset an day. No 
| xeroiac ‘ty atlowed. I was given three | 


meals per day, consisting tm all Gases of} 
eread and jam with cold miik, for which 


[ paid 30 ser.’ The broatality of the: 
jailers is beyond imagimation. I was not’) 
waten by them, but the almost daily | 


beimg strippxt, 
401 their Sack 
re a row of weals cr kickea till they 
‘aula net stand uno—and all for very 
minor infringements of dise{pline—wes | 
yard to bear. : . | 

In prisen, conditions as [T expeérie 
them were very di¥érent: and I ‘heve no 
complaints to make, except, of course, to! 
my that the focd i mot suttable: for! 
Europeans. The jailers were all decemt, 
‘Oo me, and the One especialy in charge | 


of me, Ye, couli not have been more 
‘ind, 


eight of other prisoners 


ww beatles: with sticks 


FS 


when I tot, 
nS 


make ~CROCRG tO came: 
nim ».vy. ag é » 
displeased. nat 


ried e, 
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Poort 


Police Cell. | 


Of Third Degree Torture 


Setanta’ 


thts cove on this mage 


Note.: 

Y shouted again and again tkat I Sua 
never admitted anything, and that at 
eres Toh tt weuld he with more thr 9 


tod Ther were both kusensed, or pro- | 
tendca Nth pe. end paged every Kira G7 
rbuse om met 
Kicks And Biorws \ 
When finally thyy shw thal TL main | 
tained me deniei they went on to another | 
and worked out with me now cf 
spent my ménthig 52 y of S@ yen 
after writing dewn alifitems there was 
sith a surplus of about two hundred yen 
which I dd’ not know hew I spent. Ognsc- 
wara wrote down -the figures 300 yen on | 
faper, telling mé to stare ut them unti) | 
remembered. For some minutes 1 
stared at the in sence spits 
of thetr demands-for un aoswer. T! 


tees. When I winced, he seid, “Ch! so 
you are & Damen Belg tur am 
feel pain. Then answer.” Mv continued 
silence caused him to start kicking me on 
tte jeg, amucking my fece, And punching 
mé om the ear. Finally, turning to 
Ogasawara, he said, “It’s no use beity 
gentle with this beast (“ehikushe’).” and 
@eing out of the room soon returned witha 


you eur 


Im a bit out of practice” he 


Suge lost his temper and stAmped on - fi 


‘Tt’'s six yemts since I, 


1934 . 


At Inst T annwered at ravdom “Six 
times” and he gave me a pencil to wrils 
Gown detnus of cach “report” i zaid f 
Guukd not remember the details, so Suge 
kicked mc -mearked my face, punched 
me many times to help my memory, so he} 
gaigd. When the eating left me asaimy | 
aauic- cult = Oymomnware Sf praetor etn 
premise to stop the examination tor te 7 
night if | wouki just give the address: ot 
the person T sent tho reports to in ng- 
led. T gove an address, which he wrote 
down. and then I stood up to go howe. | 
"Gh. nc. net yet I only seid IT waukl 
NOt press that point any more tonight 


jNow we co cin tO Another pout 

was the only tine curing the ». 
feirdnaton the: i felt absoute: Se} 
} eperate | 
Trey the: begen pressing the a5 (oj 
who had given me “Sékki" (the “Red 
} Mea About this time the Assistant 
Cmef in Kimono, cume back, They re 
ported satisfactory progress. He gave 


jthem permission to finish up for the nig’.t 
; When I had answered who had riven m> 
\the paver. He sald to me: “Come ,on, 
‘don't waste time, anything will do as long 
{ge ft’s an armswer. Where did you ect 


‘Senki’ from? Man, woman, boy, gir: 
dog, cat; picked up in the street?” Like 
a hypnotised petson EF answered “Man” 
‘A Jepanese mar?” eS 
‘His name?” “Lo cane | 
tak. Au sigli. Wea wdame 


down: that will de for tonight.” 


He then came over to me and haif- 
affectionately, helf-tbreateningly. curled 
his arm around my neck saying. “You #5° 
a decent chap in many ways. I wonder 
when you'll say the name. It was Matsu- 
moto, wasn't it? I did not answer aud 
he continued: “I’m sfraid these methods 


TS ett 


Ae craic 


yea ofall the 


care point but the ex- | 
aminatton was transferred to the Chief's 
spacicus room as h¢ went home. They 
said they were both tired and wanted to 
get home to their families, but it was 
cbvious that the Assistant Cinel had told 
fhem they must get Rn answer first. * 
coutd think ‘of 


ne mere urguments 
|) Justify my refusal, so the atmosphere 
soon became tense, Gua wernt out of the 
room ahd came back with # bamboo 


Yeneing stick (shinai). Ogasawara locked 
the door ard pulled down the blinds 
Suga started whacking me with the stick 
seross both legs above the knecs. “Front 
whem did you get them?" The question 
was repeated without any variations by 
hoth of them so many times that I 
thought something would snap in my 
mind. When Suga spoke they made me 
turh my head to the right to face him 
wher I answered, and when Ogasawaru 
spoke I had to face him. Each time 
they asked the question Suga beat me. 
He raised the stick above his head and 


brought it down with force. He always 
brought the stick down in the same 
place, and I could not heljp wincise. 
During one tull I said to Ogasawara. 


“You said in front of the Consul yester- 
day that you never hit me, but what are 
you doing now?” But he gave no answer. 
As the blows were renewed my voice ;ave 
out' and I just sat silent. Finally at %.:5 
p.m. by the clock in the room, Suga sat 
down almost in a state of collapse. He 
shouted almost inooherently. “It's no 
good. it's no good. I can't get anything 
out of this brute.” At 5.30 p.m. supper 
came, They ate theirs in a separate 
Then apperently they 


Station about 7 pm. .The next. day both 
“my legs were sore and bruised. 
“HE You Admit” 
On Tuesday, March 27, I was brought 
face to face with a witness named Toshi 
Otsu... She said she knew me, but 1 denied | 


if 
fe 
2 
4 


Sore. 


H 


Next nrorning LT determincd to make aw 
special effort lo see ihe Consul. ie mgr 
leg was swollen, but I tried not to limp 
Oo that they would not suspect now bad 
it Was. Ogasawara said the Chiech was 
Waltung for my answer. I parried by 
saying ihut [ wanted to see the Consu! 
tirst my answer might vary after 1 
had consulted him, fhis was not allowea 
so 1] answered that I admitted nothing 

A “Hypothetical” Case 

Shortly afterwards tbe Cmet came 
tuto the room and said that he was aot 
refusing to let me see the Consu! bul 
that he wanted first to know my reason 
tor wanting to see him T put 
various cnes, ull Of which were deemed 
inadequaie. I realized that they were 
not going to let me see him in my pre- 
sent state, so when he said: “Is there 
no other reason?” I. answered: “Yves, 
there is. I_ wanted to ask him also 
whether according to Japanese law the 
police have the right to use foree in their 
‘examination. ‘Pne Assistant Chief, 
‘Ogusawurn, und Sugu were all present 
Vhelr faces wore the suae expression of 
indignation as wnen IT woroughit up tre 
Same subject in front of the Consui 
They all wanted io speak et once. 

The Chief satu that he could answei 


as 


forward 


my question, without my usking ...- 
Consul. He explained that force 
“boryoku") should not be used but that 
men 


were not gods and police officers 
were men. When the prisoner was ex- 
tremely obstinate and refused to admit 
obvious known facts the detectives natur- 
ally became tired and might on occasion 
tose their tempers. If such things had 
happened to me I was partly respon- 
sible. 
‘Several times during the Chief's ex- 
-plamation of the law Ogasaqwarse inter- 
Yupted with the caution: “Renmiemtber, the 
-Ottief is not admitting you were beaten; 
the is only giving a hypothetical case.” 
“E quit® realize that,” I answered. 
* What I finally met the Consul at the 
eourt it was exactly two weeks after 


‘the last ‘beating. and the Obrtiises had 
gone. ; : 
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‘Eseaped Briton: 
‘Returns. Home 
With Tall Tale 
Bickerton “Ghenges (3rd 


Degree Methods Used 
To Elicit Confessions 
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Bickerton Seen! 
At Vaneouver 


After Kscape 


Communist Sympathizer 
WhoJjumpedBailMayGo 
To London Via Canada 


Travels Across Pacific 


On Empress Of Japan 


Mr. William M. Bickerton, former 
wt government schools in 
‘Tokyo who has been searched for 
by the police since his disappear- 
ance from his home at Chigasaki 
in Kanxgawa Prefecture became 
krown, jumped his bail and man- 
aged to get to Vancouver by the 
Empress of Japan according to in- 
formation said to have been receiv- 
ed in Tokyo. 

The same inforraation says that 
Mr. Bickerton is scheduled to leave 
Montreal for London by the Mont- 
calm. 

:The former New Zealand teacher 
was bailed out by the British con- 
sul at Yokohama, Mr. E. Hamilton 
Hames, after being detained as 2 
s¥mpathiser with the Japanese 
Communist Party. 


Form No. 3 


G. 10000-9-33 
~~ SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
Se 2, Special. 
REPORT 
Date 
Subject (in full)... 2. Movements of W...M,. Bickerton, 


__Regarding the telegram despatched to the Tokyo 


Metropolitan Police by the local Japanese Consular Police 
— a ES _ OS RS OCR beth 


requesting particulars concerning “%. M. Bickerton's movements, 
——S—SES=_—ESwyee Pee as concerning “I. M. Bickerton! 


the following reply has been received by the Consular Authorities:- 


-__.___ “Bickerton is believed to have left for Canada. 


investigations are proceeding." 


Form No. 3 


“Gs iccsopax * i SANORAP-MUMICIZA! Preise |! 


=" SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. S. B. RLOGI: TRY. 
” Se2, Special. nth) | 
eins Date... NFspp e220 9.694 Ie 
Subject (in full)... Reported. presence.of. WeMe Bickerton aboard the met 
ee clea Sea asl 8/a.Empress of Canada en route from.Jap: 


-.--. DaSele Golder Forwarded by 


-_______._. With reference to the arrest by the Tokyo Police — 


i of WeM, Bickerton, British subject, on charges of Communis 


activities. 


__it was learned that Bickerton intended coming 


--_to Shanghai aboard the s/s Empress of Canada which berthed at 
—__Holts Wharf, Pootung, at 5¢45 peme on June 194 _ An 


__ examination of the passenger list was made and enquiries made _ 
of the purser but it was found that Bickerton was not a 


7 .___._ Attached hereto will be found newspaper cuttings _ 
_which relate to the movements of Bickerton, _ 


Officer i/ce Special Branch, A LW. Cz73 


“a ae 
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Bickerton 
vi vsteriously, 


gas appear 


et 


KEnzeder Wanted As Red 
In Japan Apparently 


Not Aboard CPR Ship; 


Detectives In 


Rumors Fly As Big Boat 
| Docks, But All 'n Vain 


| Professor W. M. Bickerton, New 


Zealander suspected 
activity itn Japan, 
Shanghai and then agian 
not. Tf he is. 
of detectives and 
who went yesterday afternoon 
| the tender for the 
Canada to find him 
consisted of two foreign detectives, 
two Japanese detectives, one Chin- 
ese detective, all of the foregotug 
probably from the Shanghai Muni- 
cipal Police, and a Japanese de- 
tective evidently from the Japasaness 
Consular Police. 

Stepping on the boat thev 
hastily scanned the passenger list 
jotted down 2 few names, and 
with the picture of Mr. Bickerton. 
which they carried with them. 
well in mind, made the rounds of 
the boet to try to find him. His 
Name was not on the passenge’ 
Ust so it was a game of hide. anc 


passage, and in all probability Mr. 
Bickerton is still jn Japan or, i# a 


Search 


of radical’ Only 33 years old. 
may be ‘nr 


he mav 
he eluded a aqvedrer 


newspapermen 
an 
Empress of 

The party 


Aliegedly A Read 


Proféssor 
Bickerton has been lecturing since 
1924 at the First High Senoo’, 
Tokyo. and at the Tokrwn Prefec 
tutal High Schoo}. He 
to have donated sums to tho 
| Japancse Communist Party. In ad- 
dition, he was charged with being 
the translator of Takiji Koyabasht's 
short e6tories "The Cannery Boat.”’ 
| which was published by 
} tional Publishers in New York 
City. Koyabeshi, a leftist write~, 
was tortured and killed by Tokyo 
police for his radical activities, 
according to the blographical 
sketch of his life written in ‘“Th~ 
Cannery Boat.” Japanese officials 
were particularly aroused * 
these stories, which deal with “fhe 


is alleged 


Interna- 


Hves of Japanese workers, should 
get abroad. ™m 

Professor Bickerton was released 
on 200 yen bail after being held 
several weeks in detention. 


Said En Route To Canadas 


TOKYO, June 19.—(Rengo).— 
Professor V’. M: Bickerton, 33-year 
old new Zealander, who was releas- 


mn wn 
25, a 


x 
Ss 


5 . C77 os : 
1 SWARGHAL sgcrespar pp. | 
S.5 ROG ies, 
TUE GHANGHAT TIMES TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 193 


Vo. D__.. re ‘| 


—————.- , 


Prof. Bickerton, Accused Of| 
Communism, Missing 


Believed He May Have Left Japan On Board The | 
IXmpvress Of Canada, Due In Shanyha: 
To-day; Police Investigations 


TOKYO, June 18.—-Professor The professor, a man of 33, has 
WwW. M. Bickerton, the New Zea-|been lecturing since 1924 at the 
lander who was released on bail|First High School, Tokyo, and at 
in the sum of Y.200 towards the|/the Tokyo Prefectural High 
end of April, after having been! School. 


under detention on a char; of He_was taken to the Metropoli- 
Communistie activities in &pan,|tan Police Board on March 13 
is reported to-day to be missing. |from his home in Kanagawa pre- 
dt is considered possible that !fecture and was indicted on March 
the may be aboard the ¢.P.0.8_.' 30. 
[emp Ss of Canada, which js due 
to arrive at Shanghai to-morrow. | 
To Professor Bickerton sroes the 
reputation of being the only for-led to have 
cigner ever arrested in Japan on}Communist 
a charge of being involved in the 
Communistic activities, 


Present To Reds 
When he was given leave of 
absence in April, 1933, he ie alles | 


have 
give the Party 


declare! 
contributed by 


he was 
in April 


rted, 
te 
ich 


to join the Jap- 
Party in Oct- 
ast year, but before his mem_ 
" lp Po eee be b> menage a sev- 
iS prospect leagues 
arrested. 


E37 
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[BICKERTON ON" -way| 
TO CANADA . 

fokyo Police Believe Ho 

Got Awa On-Empress |{' 


Japan 


; dona 
activities in ‘Japan, is now on the 


lieve. 
The authorities said that they 


By 

‘Honolulu on June 8. They, how- 
ever, 3 the 
nature and source of this informa- 


When Prof.: Bickerton was first 
reported: missin; » the Kanagawa 
R ign 


the New Zealander out of,’ 
Prison on 200. yen ‘bail. The ‘ine 
vestigation Ted therm to the belief 
that he had fled abroad.—Rengo. 
oo 


oA me te RR OR ERE RT TREE ere eee 


| supuausl MUNICIPAL POLICE 
He NS BO KEIOI-TRY. 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


ae. 3 
4 S. 2, Special 1 
Sod T 
REPOR Date........ 
Subject (in full)............THe “lynch Case" of the Japanese Communist Party. 
Made by. tates aS al D eS. Umemoto. eee eer Forwarded by g Un nals 


I forward herewith a summarized translation of the so- 


called “lynch Case" of the Japanese Communist Party published 


in the Osaka Mainichi Shimbun of May 22, 1934. 
It will be recalled that We M. Bickerton, a British subject 
—————————— 
was arrested b the Tokyo Metropolitan Police on a charge of 
being concerned in this case. 
a 
De. Se 


Officer ifc Special Branch. 


The Osaka Mainichi Shimbun, dated Mey 22, 1934. 


The “Lynch Cease" of the Japanese Communist Party 
On December 21, 1933, Yoshimi Ohgushi a member of the 


Central Printing Bureau of the Japanese Communist Party, 
reported to the police to the effect th=t he nad been detained 
at the residence of M. Tanaka, an assistant in the Kogyo 
University, in f#kesekn District, Tokyo, =nd assaulted by 
communists. The Specisl Branch of the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Police immediately took up the callie and discovered thet 


a Member of the Javanese Communist Party named Tatsuo Ohata 


wes murdered on the night of January 15 this year and that 
@enother member named Kanezo Oizumi and his mistress named 
Se eee 


Mitsuko Ranaewe, had been assaulted. 


ee concerned in the red terrorism and others who 


The police arrested all 


the nse 


had particiveted in the movement for the re-establishment 


of tne varty. Subsequent arrests and searches made by the police 


revealed the fact that a plot n-da been drawn up to attack 
the Kojimachi Police Station to effect the release of one 
Miyamoto, a member of the Central Committee of the J=penese 
Communist Party. In view of the serious nature of the cease, 
a ban on the publication of newspaper reports relating toa 
the case was ordered by the police on Jenuary 21. On April 
2% Mas-nosuke — Akisasa was arrested in Shinjuku. Satomi 
Hekamada is the only member of the Centrai Committee who is 
still at large. The ban was lifted on May 22 following the 
Successful arrest of most of the ringleaders. Up to May io, 
736 persons including 134 women were arrested. Of this 
number 53 persons have elready been ch=rged, while 10 % 


of the remaining persons, excluding those concerned in the 


lynch case, will be chergea - when ‘the ae cea into 


the case hseve been concluded. . ; pts & ee 


The wholes=le arrests made ‘by the police in October, 
1932 were responsible. for the dissolution ef the arrestee, 


i 
Mmergency Coumunt st. , Patye under the . pitiats S of | Tekekicha 


«ENR 
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Kazema end otners. In Janusry, 1933, Masami Yamamoto » 


an rpgeent of the Comintern, returned to Japan and in co=- 
operétion with Yeitero Noro, Neohei Taniguchi tnd Heiji 
Yamashita, he undertook the work of re-establishing the 
Central Committee of the Party. Their -ctivities were 
frustrated in Mey, 19353, by the arrest of the lenders, 
with the excevtion of Yeitaro Noro. Tnis individual 
consulted with Kenji Miyamoto and Shigeo Henmi(with whom 
he had been associated when they all were working =t the 
Industrial Lebour Inquiry Bure2u) to orgsnize a secretéeriat 
fer tne Central Committee of the Perty. They conmenced 
functiontme under the title of "The Central Party". A 
member of the former Central Orgenizetion Depertment named 
Shiceju Metsuo said to Noro thet it wes = great mistake 
to allow the leadership of the re-established perty to be 
pisced in the h-nds of persons who were connected with the 
Industrial Lebour Inquiry Bureau and that such = varty 
could not ve ressrded as @ genuine communist party; it was, 
in reelity, an industrial labour cormunist varty. Matsuo 
claimed that this misteke be rectified immedictiey ena 
@ prover perty be orsanized. Metsuo then esked his comrades 
Kenzo Oizumi (the victim of the lynch case) and Tatsuo 
Ohata (victim of the assault) to support his claim and 
again requested Noro to follow his advice. Noro dismissed 
Riiyamoto and organized e new secretariat of the centrrl 
committee of wrich Noro became the cheirman and Henmi, 
Koizumi and Oheta members, Thus derrived of his position 
as a member of the Secretariat, Kenji Miyamoto harboured 
bitter enmity fowards Matsuo, Koizumi and Ohata and 
organized an opposition party with Masanosuke Akisasa, 
Kishima and Setomi Hekamade. 

lilyamoto submitted to Noro s proposal for the purifi- 
cation of the party but Noro tried his best to pacify 


Miyamoto for fear of creating trouble between the intelligent 


( 3 ) 

class and the labour class of the party. He was looked upon 
as a sefety velve between the two classes. After his arrest 
on December 28, 1933, at the Oshiege St-tion the unification 
of the varty wes much disturbed. Miy-moto and Akisasa, in 
conjunction with Henmi, beg2n to plan to orgenize a sererete 
eentrel committee, wnereupon the oprosition between the 
two perties became more criticel. 

The police have edonvted drastic mensures and arrested 
many persons nolding importent positions. Among the orrested 
persons fre the following:- 


Masami Yemamoto, chrirman of the Central Committee, arrested 
on May 1. 


Weaohei Tanisuchi, Chief Editor of the Centr-1 Committee, 
arrested on Mey 2e 


Heiji Yrmashite, Chief of the Orgenization Denartment of 
the Centrel Committee, arrested on May 2. 


Shigeji Matsuo, Member of the Central Orgenization Department, 
arrested on August 5e 


Sedao Hiraga, Member of the Central Organization Department, 
arrested on October 10. 


Hasoji Kazenaya, Chief of the Information Bureau, arrested 
on November lie 


Yeitearo Noro, Chairman of the Central Committee, arrested 
on November 28. 


So Ki Shun (Koreen), Chief of the Propagands Department, 
arrested on December 6. 


The Miyamoto Party regarded the action by the police 
as the best means of ruining the opposition party and planned 
to secure the leadership by force. A red Iynch party was 
organized by Miyamoto, Kishima, Akisasa and Henmi to carry 
out their plan of brutal terrorism. 

Masanosuke Akisasa rented a house at 207/2 Moto Machi, 
Hetakaya, Shinuya District, on December 15 and livea with 
Suzuko Mimata as his house-keeper. On December 23, Oizumi 
and Ohsta were invited to attend a conference to be hela 
at a tea-shop in Asakusa. Miyamoto and Henmi proceeded to 


the meeting place and returned. to the presmises occupied 


e 


by Akisasa accompanied by OCizumi and COhata. As Oizumi was: 


ae 


aia 


. €& 2 

going uvstrirs, Kiyamoto suddenly seized him from behind 
and ordered him to be quiet beceuse they desired to examine 
him. Akisasa and Kishima tied Oizumi'ts legs with wire 
and f-stemed his nandse. After he had been blindfolded end 
gsegzrec., they wrapped his heed with a pkece of cloth. 
Miyamoto, Akisasa and Kimura then veat Oizumi with sticks 
and wren Oizumi lost cconscicusness he wes removed to a 
store-roome 

Oheta, who had been tied u~ in & similer manner, wes 
then brought into the room and beaten to death. On the 
morning of December 25, a hole wes dug undernenth the floor 
and the body oF Ohata wes turied in it by Akisesa and 
Kishima. 

On December 24, Oizumi recovered consciousness but 
waS agcein assaulted. As Oizumi could not stand the torture 
he asked to be *®llowed to cormit suicide. This request 
wes erented on condition th-t he would write a note favourzvle 
to the party. On the night of Jenusry 14, Oizumi and his 
house-keever named Mitsuko Kumazawa, who had also been 
unlawfully det-ined, were removed to the residence of Kishima 
in Liesuro Machd. Here Oizumi and KumzZawa were to heve 
been lynched on the night of January 15 but the nremises 
were rrided by the police thet efternoon and the arrests 


were madee 
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Form No. 
G. 25,000-1-34 


REGI_UTRY. 


' SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
2 S. 2, Special BRA 
REPORT 
Dasze...._M@ 
Subject (in full)... Arrest of William Maxwell Bickerton, a British subject, = 


ee eee ae by..the Tokyo. Policee oo oe 


I_ forward herewith a translation of a Dentsu telegram, . 


dated May 21, published in the Shanghai Nichi-Nichi Shimbun 


of May 25 concerning William Maxwell Bickerton, a British 


sub ject, who was arrested by the Tokyo Metropolitan Police 


on a charge of being concerned in Communist activities in 


Japan. 


w3s 
His photograph which/also published in the paper, is 


attached. 


———= 


officer ifce Special Branch. 


William Maxwell Bickerton, a British subject, 


mrrested by the Tokyo Metropolitan Police on 


a ehrrge of beings concerned in communist 


activities in Japan. 


fs 


The Shanghai Nichi-Nichi Shimbun, dated May 25, 1934. 

In connection with the so-called "Lynch Cese" of the 
Jaranece Communist Party, an English teacher of the First 
High School in Tokyo named William Maxwell Bickerton, 335, 
has been arrested by the Tokyo Metropolitan Police. In 
April, 19535, when he was granted leave by the School 
Authorities he donated a sum of yen 300 to a member of the 
Japanese Communist Party for communist activities. Bickerton 
returned to Japan in September, 1955. As the person to whom 
he had given the money had been arrested by the police prior 
to his return, Bickerton interviewed an employee of the 
Sanseido Book-store named Matsumoto in the vicinity of his 
residence at Kayagasaki Cho, Koza Gun, Kanagawa Prefecture. 
He promised to donate yen 100 monthly to the Party and 

immediately handed to Matsumoto yen 100 as contribution 

for the month of September. Thereafter, he used to meet 
Matsumoto at the Senbikiya Fruit Parlour in Ginza, Kyobashi 
Ku, Tokyo, on or about 25th day of every month until January, 
1954, when communications became disrupted owing to the 
arrest of Matsumoto and other members of the Party by the 
Police. His total contribdutions to the Japanese Communist 
Party through Matsumoto amount to yen 500. The contribution 
for the month of September was delivered by Matsumoto to 
Kazehaya, t.>+ October contribution to Y. Noro, the November 
and December cc itributions to T. Ohata alias Furukawa (the 
victim in the Lynch Case) and the January amount to M. 
Akikusa. 

When Bickerton was granted long leave he did not proceed 

to his home in New Zealand but went to Moscow via Siberia, 


( 2) 
whence he continued his trip to London via Berlin. He 
stayed in London three months. He returned to Japan via 
Suez. During his stay in London, he made arrangements to 
adespatch leftewing publications such as the International 
Press Correspondence, the Communist Internstional to 
Matsumoto and the person to whom he hed given yen 300. 
Up to the present 40 copies of the International Press 
Correspondence, 10 copies of the Communist International 
and 10 copies of the Rondeshow (?) have been received by 
Matsumoto and forwarded to the Japanese Communist Farty 
to Daeewned in its propagenda work. Important articles 
in the "Red Flag", the orgen of the Japanese Conmunist 


Party, which Bickerton received from Matsumota were 


trenslvted into English and contributed to the International 


Press Correspondence, the Communist Internetional, etc. 
through a certein well-known women socialist in London, 

In October, 1933, Bickerton was asked by Hatsumoto 
to become ® member of the Jaranese Communist Party. He 
submitted en application for membership but ¢s the leaders 
of the Party have been arrested his application has not 
yet been deelt with. 

Bickerton was born neer Christ Church, New Zealand. 


At the age of about 15 he read the Manifesto of the 


Communist Farty and leter studied books by Engels, Marx 


and Lenin. He was appointed Secretary to a free debating 
society which was organized by e redical professor in 
Victories University. He visited Japan in August, 1924 
and worked as English teacher at various achools making a 
monthly income of ebout yen 600. He studied Japanese. 


literature and became interested in the proletarian 


movement in Japan. He read the Red Fiag, the Proletarian 


Science, the Proletarian Literature, etc. issued by the 


Japanese Communist Partye Two large book-cases in his 
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residence were found to be filled with all kinds of 
left-wing books. He symvethized with the proletferian 
movement in Jaren and translated the "Crab Ship" by 
Kobryashi ana nine other novels with the object of 
introducing to the world glimpses of proletarian life of 
Japan. He also reed meny pro-communist books in Enrlish. 
In 1930 when he vent to America on leave he celled on 
Michael Gold @t the Massey Publishing Co. and exchenged 
views on the siturtion in Jap=n and the United States. 

He made arrangements for the nublication of his translations 
by the Internstional Publisher. Not satisfied with rerding 
only pro-communist litereture, he bought many books dealing 
with the theory of communism published by the Americen 
Gommunist Perty ¢nd commenced @n eernest study of the 


communist doctrine on his return to Japan. 


r . 7 SHANGHA! ear Pork. A 
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Published 
3 Sco dealing with” Japanese. 
Prefeisne fig ro rreatat of tendons eerea 
Have’ Donated bert See prteiceie in 3 ee a 
8 {ing brought back to Japan a large 
*fquadtity of inflammiatory literature 
Mtl arr -ephroaed donated 100. yen. a 
S jan see to . Japanese Communists 
ever-mince. his return. from furlough’ 


TOKYO, May 21 wy, 21 Gewiars 


rents se to help the 
i _finepipes : oo come, 


PROF. . BICKERTON [I 
RELEASED 


‘Arrested In Japan 
4 As Communist 


TOKYO, April 28.—Professor 
W. M. Bickerton, the New Zca- 
x whose arrest for alleged 
communist activities leaked ‘out at 
the end of March after a reported: 
detention of morc than 10 days, 
was released on bail to-day. 

On April 11, as the result of a 
preliminary examination, the 
Metropolitan police indicted “the 
professor on a charge ‘of con- 
Spiring to disturb public order. 

@ police declared that he assist- 
ed the communist party. with 
funds for. writing and distributing 
pamphlets and that he also applied 

° Professor Bick ree 

essor Bickerton subsequent-} 
ty _venied Bome “of: the ci > 
against him, but the police, who 
had confiscated a number of _his 
Personal papers,. ‘claimed that 
they possessed a certain amount 
.of incriminating evidence.—} euter. 


New Zealander Who My 


Prof. W. M. Bickerton Is 
Accused Of Disturb- 
ing Good Order 


SAID TO HAVE AIDED 
JAPANESE REDS 
TOKYO, April 11.—As the re- 
suit of ‘the preliminary examina- 

on, the metropolitan: police’ in- 
Gietea Professo; x i 
New. -Zealander, on a rge 0: 
conspiring to disturb public order. 
The police decla that Bicker- 


he also ‘applied for. membership. 
The date of Bi Biekertyy'? trial has 


ee es 


against on ‘but ‘the--police -who’ 
of “his f 


of the’ arrest pn ris sae in 
Tokyo ‘of. Professor ee as 
well Bickerton, -was raised -in,the 


Bickerton was suspec' of 
munist activities, and he ‘added 
that, accordin ig to the understan a 
ing the British Embassy 
Toky bet police examination had 
now conned and the case would 
"handed over to air examining 


judge. 
‘Both ‘the. Ambassador age the 
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; ; 
Memorandum. 
Menor 
POLICE FORCE. 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


Sir, 

Regarding the arrest of W. Ke. 
Bickerton by the Police in Japan, 
the local Japanese Gonsulzr Authori-~ 
ties have nit/receivea any informa- 
tion from Japan and nothing is 
known by them seaman tee this 


individual. 
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{Charges Of Communistic ; 
; _ Activities Against 
a8 . M. Bickerton ~- 


i TOKYO,” March- 30.—According 
to“ volice e report to the Japanese | 
Foreisn Office, the New Zealander, | 

.M, Bickerton, has been detain- 
a since March 13. He is charged 
With communist activities, and the 
tharges- are regarded as “grave.” 
i- Although-Mr. Bickerton denies 
some of‘the charges. against him, 
the police have. confiscated a num- 
ber ef his personal papers and 
claim that they y possess a ci Sein 

Pmount of Ince inating 

3 pre lice deny that ‘they hace 


newe of the drcest of Mr. 
‘pichertans a teacher in a Japanese 
Fovenment higher schoci~-in 
To 


/ BRITON ARRESTED 
IN TOKYO 


School Teacher eacher Held’ For 
: Alleged ‘Communist 
Activities | ea 


WHEN QUESTIONED | 


TOKYO, March 27--—A:: ne: 
named W. 2 Bickerton, © 


school in Tokyo" is- being: iguaioe 
by the Japanese police on a-cha: 

of “conducting communist activi; 
ties,” according to. information 
leaking out to-day. B 

The arrest of Mr. Bickerton is; 
believed to have taken Place some 
time ago. 

“The police were very, ‘yéticent] 
whén , questioned . to-day. . the! 
matter, and refused + 
orto state whether 
-impending.—Reuter- - 


prerreraars 


